
BACHUS COLLEAGUES ASK JUSTICE DEPARTMENT TO SAVE ANTIPORNOGRAPHY LAW

  

WASHINGTON – Saying that minors shouldn’t be exposed to graphic
Internet pornography, Congressman Spencer Bachus (AL-6) and more than
two dozen colleagues have asked the Department of Justice to appeal a
court ruling that struck down the Child Online Protection Act (COPA).

  

 
  

“The pornography industry has no right to put this disgusting
material in front of children.  If bookstores can have an ‘adults
only’ section, then certainly websites can as well,” said Bachus,
who worked with Congressman Joe Pitts (PA-16) to spearhead
a letter to the Justice Department signed by 26 Members of
Congress.
  

 
  

The letter seeks an appeal of a decision issued by a federal
judge in Philadelphia that permanently bars the enforcement of
COPA.  The law requires commercial pornographers to require
some form of adult identification, such as a credit card, before
an individual can view explicit images on their web sites.
  
A challenge filed by the American Civil Liberties Union and
other groups has prevented the law from taking effect since
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1998, when Bachus voted for its passage.
  

 
  

“The face that the Internet has remained awash in pornography
during the nine years in which the enforcement of COPA has
been enjoined is evidence that other technologies promoted as
‘less intrusive’ have failed parents and children,” the letter read
in part.
  

 
  

The U.S. Supreme Court has heard appeals on COPA twice,
each time returning it to lower courts for review.   In 2004,
Congressman Bachus said he was “deeply concerned” by a
Supreme Court ruling that failed to remove the hold placed on
the law.   But
Bachus expressed hope that the justices would eventually
recognize the value of “protecting our children over easily
providing pornography to adults.”
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